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Times Your Community

Action on Mun

i Water at Nov. 9 City Council meeting

By Councilmember Rose Herrera
Special to the Times
he long-term solutions to the
I cily's current budget probl
need lo be common sense sol
tions that trim the excess and posi-
tion San Jose for economic growth.
The proposal to transfer control of
San Jose Muni Waler is neither of
those.

These options will be considered at
the Tuesday, Nov. 9 City Council
meeting. Tell the mayor and the rest
of the City Council thal you support
my recommendation to support the
revenue options that do not include
the transfer of Muni Water!

The budget must be balanced with
what is best for the city as a whole. We must see the
bigger picture. The bigger picture considers that
waler is a precious resource. That controlling our
waler utility is important to our future. And
Jose's Mutun bright. With over one million
dents calling San Jose home and start-ups and big
companies like Cisco, eBay and Adobe choosing to
locate here, we will recover, we v see job growth,
and we will be stronger. But short-sighted decisions
could jeopardize that.

It is not a best practice to sell or lease a utility like
waler. There are negalive impacts il we pursue
transfer control of Muni Water.

Keeping control of San Jose Muni Water is not just
about protecting the rates we pay, although that is
whal some will say. Those critics will say that Muni
Water customers pay well below the average rates in
the Bay Area and that is not fair. Of coursa! We pay
less because Muni Water is not a privately owned,
profit driven company, There is no CEQ taking
home a big paycheck. Selling or leasing Muni Water
is a short-sighted argument that jeopardizes our
future.

Our bright future is in jeopardy because of the
impacts if we transfer Muni Water. If the city trans-
fiers control of Muni Water, we icu])ardj'r.e: OUr ACCess
to Hetch Hetchy water, widely regarded by res-
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first citywide vole includes asking the
volers to have a defined amount of
Muni Water revenues go lo the General
Fund. The second optior volers 1o
approve a 10 percent lax that customers
pay and it will go to the General Fund.
The third non-voter option can be
implemented next fiscal year. The City
Council could establish a citywide
impact fee that Muni Waler pays to off-
set city expenditures for use of the city's
right-of-way.

While some of these options will
impact ratepayers, it is the price we
must pay to protect our future.

We must consider a citywide vote
because of Prop, 218, called the “Right
lo Vote on Taxes Acl." Prop. 218
requires property related fees be used only for the
purposes for which the fee was collected. In the case
of Muni Water, monies collected from rate payers go
into an Enterprise Fund for the operation of Muni
Waler and can only be used for that purpose, The
fees collected cannot excesd cost recovery.

Please join me in looking to a bright future for San
Jose that includes fiscal responsibility and sound
planning. Lat's balance the budget with common
sense and fiscal controls that support the growth of
our economy, not shrink it.

E-mail addre: MaYOTE Sanjosecs.gov,
districl1@sanjoseca.gov, district2(@sanjoseca.gov,
district3i@sanjoseca.gov, district4(@ sanjoseca.gov,
district5@ sanjoseca.gov, district6@sanjoseca.gov,
district7 @sanjoseca.gov, district9@ sanjoseca.gov,
district1i@ sanjoseca.gov.

Please feel free to contact my office for more infor-
mation on this issue or other City issues by calling
[408) 535-4908 or emailing district8{sanjoseca.gov.

Register now! Saturday, Nov, 13 Neighborhood
Leadership Institute (408) 279-2600. It aims 1o
strengthen the voices and skills of emerging leaders
from San Jos RE

Stay connected! Sign up for the District &
Newsletter: www.sanjoseca.gov/districts,

idents and businesses as high quality, pure
walter, (Onece acopss aler from the Hetch
Hetchy reservoir is will never regain it. I
There is a long line of municipalities waiting to
take our place if we are foolish enough to give
itup.

We also jeopardize our tax-exempt bond
financing. We stand to lose more than $1.5 mil-
lion in staff time with no guarantee that a
transfer is even legal. And of course, there is
the loss of jobs as companies choose to locate
in meighboring cities for reliable sustainable
public utilities.

It is easy to see why San Jose Water Co. and
others are interested in Muni Water. It is a well-
managed system with no backlog of mainte-
nance. Because it's in such good Si]ill]l:, it will
be easy to make money. That's why San Jose
Water Co. has been offering to buy the system
"he same road blocks that prevent-
i in 2002 are still in place
MNothing has changed. Why repeat history and
washe money we don't have.

The reason the city wants to transfer control
of Muni Water is we need more money for
operating expenses of the entire city. Guess
what - there are other options that need more
attention and focus: revenue options that don't
include the transfer of Muni Water.

The City Manager is proposing three revenue
options that do not require a transfer. Two rev-
enue options include a citywide vote and one
option could be enacted next fiscal year, The
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Your Neighborhood PC Support Solution
PC System Tune-Up
Virus & Malware Removal
Operating System Rebulld & Upgrades
Home Networking

Small Business Tech Support
(PC. Scitwane, Server & Natworking)
(408) 3327075

wiw southbayitpros com

Free pickup & delvery
Low Cost Secure Remote Support
San Jose Bus License S618452210 & BEAR License 84404

1 ¥ We Trvite you 10
join us for one of our
open house events!

OPEN HOUSES 2010
GRADE DATE LOCATION

912 | Sun,Nov.7,11am. | Upper School

K Sun., Nov. 14,11 am. = Lower School
15 | Sun,Nov.14,12pm. | Lower School
912 | Thu, Dec. 2, 6:30 p.m.

6-8 I Sun., Dec. 5, 11 a.m.

Upper School
' Middle School

GiFTED CHILDREN
Grades 6-8: Tues., Nov. 30, 9:30 - 11 a.m.
K-Grade 5: Wed., Dec. 1, 9 - 10:30 a.m.
Special, new events tailored for families of gifted
children. Learn how Harker can help your child
flourish! Advance registration required.

E-mail DanielleH@harker.org.

& Kindergarten Tours

2011 Tours: Jan. 7,11, 20 & 25
Special tours for our prospective kindergarten
parents to see the school in action, visit classrooms,
enjoy warm cookies and ask questions! Advance
registration required. Contact admissions@harker.org.

Middle School
3800 Blackford Ave.,
408.248.2510

Lower School
4300 Bucknall Rd.,
408.871.4600

www.harker.o rg | K through Life

Upper School
500 Saratoga Ave.,
408.249.2510
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